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A Message from the Principal: 

Dear All, 
 
This is a challenging time for us all and I never imagined that I would be writing this message to the school com-
munity whilst the country is in lockdown due to a global pandemic. 
  
This newsletter was about to be published when we had to close the school, and I have decided we should pub-
lish it as was it originally planned with a few date changes. I hope this publication provides some positivity at 
home and a reminder that school life will return for us all. 
 
After Easter, we will start a more regular newsletter to provide another method of communication during this 
time. 
  
There is still much to celebrate and we have loved hearing and seeing how many students are positively adapting 
to home learning. This will be a feature in the next newsletter. 
  
The overall message I want you to know is that Lighthouse is still here and the team will continue to work and 
support all our students and families as best we can during these unprecedented times. 
  
Take Care and Stay Safe, 
Emma 
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Lighthouse School welcomes Jamie Derby to the Governing Body 

I have worked in SEND schools for 22 years, working across a range of authori-
ties and with students from 3-19 years old. My current post is Senior Teaching 
and Learning Manager and Post 16 Phase Lead for a SEND provision in Leeds, 
where I have had the opportunity to lead the development of 16-19 learning in 
order to best prepare our learners for adulthood. Prior to this, I worked for 6 
years at a SEND secondary school that was rated 'outstanding' by OFSTED for 5 
times in a row. I have a lifelong commitment to working in partnership to en-
sure the most positive outcomes for the students I work with. In my free time, I 
enjoy reading, music, and seeing as much of the world as my time allows. 

 



 

Ambition | Versatility | Compassion | Innovation | Happiness | Devotion | Optimism | Respect 

Lighthouse School, Arthington House, Hospital Lane, Cookridge, LS16 6BQ 

0113 4570605 admin@lighthouseschool.co.uk 

Maths + Food = Learning + Fun 
As a part of the 'decimals and money' module, students from 3C and 4B visited the Keepers Cafe to practice 

ordering food and drinks, calculate the total and then work out their change. We also got to sample delicious 

food and play some games whilst we were there. A huge thank you to Sally Dexter for organising and to Nikki 

and her fabulous staff for being so patient and supportive with all our students. 

 

Horticulture 
In Horticulture this term we have been 
busy surviving the wind and rain! 
We have been busy indoors making gifts 
for Valentines Day - heart-shaped flower 
seed-bombs, and also dream catchers. 
We have learned about different types of 
plants, the impact of climate change on 
growing vegetables, the different types of 
weeding and how seeds grow. 
We have scarified and reseeded some of 
the grass, which is looking very sorry for 
itself after such a wet winter. 
After cleaning the greenhouse ready for 
spring sowing, we ordered the vegetable 
seeds we want to grow this year. 
Also we have built some poly tunnel struc-
tures for the raised beds which can be used 
with fleece (to warm up the soil), netting 
(to keep off the birds) or just the plastic 
mesh to keep out the foxes and squirrels! 
As the weather improves we are looking 
forward to planting out the vegetable 
patches, mowing and pruning. 

Lighthouse Year of Reading 
This year is the ‘Year of Reading’ and this term Lighthouse has been 
busy promoting reading. 

On 5th March we celebrated World Book Day. All students in their 
English lessons took part in a national competition to design a brand
-new National Book Tokens gift card with the theme of Share a Sto-
ry. The winners will win hundreds of pounds worth of book tokens 
for themselves and their school. We also asked students to bring in 
an old book to swap with a ‘new to them’ book. We were very 
grateful to all the students who donated a book, and on Friday 
6th March we had our very first Lighthouse Book Swap. It was very 
successful and most students chose a book that they could take 
home and keep forever. 

5B have being very busy helping to re-brand the new Library as part 
of internal work experience. Students have being organising the 
books, labelling the books and even using the online Accelerated 
Reader book system. The library is now a space students can come 
to relax and enjoy a book. 

We have also launched a live job post for two librarians. Students 

can apply for the job internally and put into practise all their careers 

learning by following the job application procedure. We hope to 

appoint our new librarians by the end of term. 
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Shine: Dates for your diary 

Date Activity Key Stages 

Thursday 23rd April 2020 Arcades Key Stage 4 and 5 Cancelled 

Tuesday 19th May 2020 To be confirmed Key Stage 3 

Tuesday 25th June 2020 Prom Key stage 4 & 5 

Summer Shine Full Days   

Monday 20th July 2020 Yorkshire Wildlife 

Park 

Key Stage 3 and Functional Group 

Tuesday 21st July 2020 Media Museum Key Stage 4 & 5 

Wednesday 22nd July 2020 Xscape Key Stage 4 & 5 

Thursday 23rd July 2020 On-site Party Key Stage 3 and Functional Group 

Activities in April and early May are unlikely to go ahead, we will keep you updated  

Spring Shines 
Over the last term our students have continued to enjoy our after school SHINE provision, both on site and out of 

school. 

In January students visited Jump Arena for an evening of bouncing fun, including access to a variety of jump 

zones, dodge ball courts, foam pits and basketball slam dunk games! 

Jonathan, Year 10 said ‘It’s been great, there’s so much to do!” 

 

Our February SHINE event was an on site Valentines disco which was Willy Wonka chocolate themed, and had all 

the right ingredients for a fun-filled evening! The hall was set up for action and included a candy floss machine, 

disco, craft area, sugar themed photo booth and even a chocolate fountain. 

Sarah , Year 7 - 'This is the best SHINE ever!!' 

Maisie, Year 8 - 'Wow, this is amazing!' 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities in April and early May are unlikely to go ahead, we 

will keep you updated  

6th—17th April 2020 Easter Holiday 

23rd April 2020 Shine Club (Key Stage 4 & 5) 

8th May 2020 May Bank Holiday 

11th May 2020 School Photographs 

19th May 2020 Shine Club (Key Stage 3) 

25th—29th May 2020 Spring Bank Holiday 

Joke Winner 
Congratulations to the winner of 

the first joke competition of the 

year—Jozi. Here is Jozi’s winning 

joke: 

What is the cutest month? 

Awwwtumn 

The two runners up were Hannah 

and Sarah. 

The next joke competition opened 

on 3rd March and closes on 24th 

March. We are looking forward to 

all the next entries! 

Student Council 
This term we have been busy looking at suggestions from students around school. We have a few projects that 

we are working on: 

- Net to go over the MUGA: students have asked for a net to go over the top of the MUGA to keep ball games 

more contained. Two of our council members are looking into this and have taken photos and measurements to 

send to different companies.  

- Check in stationery: One student has requested some nice stationery to use during check in time. School coun-

cil brought the idea to the PTA who suggested making packs of stationery for each classroom and has kindly giv-

en school council funds to make these packs. 

- Therapy dog: A member of school council has suggested a therapy dog visiting once a month. We thought this 

was a great idea and are looking into charities who can support us with this.  

Some members of Student Council will be visiting Leeds Civic Hall on the 24th March to attend the SENate event. 

This is an opportunity for our students to discuss service delivery and development in Leeds. There will also be 

an opportunity for our council members to share what we are working on, and to listen to other schools for ide-

as. A member of Voice, Influence & Change Team at Leeds City Council will attend School Council before the 

SENate to give all council members a talk about democracy and help prepare students for the SENate.  

Finally, school council have worked with school’s SENCO (Tracy O’Brien) to look at how student voice is repre-

sented in the EHCP process. Students gave their thoughts on how to make the EHCP process more student-

friendly and looked at the design of some of the EHCP documents.  
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The Exploring Pathways Project is connecting employers with students, parents/carers and teachers to drive 

inspiration and aspiration for all Lighthouse School students. Funded by the Careers & Enterprise Company 

and working with Ahead Partnership our latest newsletter lets you know what’s been happening and how 

you can get more involved. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS – 12TH FEBRUARY 

On Wednesday the 12th of February our Key Stage 3 and Functional Students welcomed professionals from the 

White Rose Centre, Leeds Museums and Galleries and Capsticks Solicitors. They spent the morning asking them 

lots of questions about their jobs, their workplaces, how they got to where they are now and what the stu-

dents would need to do if they wanted to work in a similar area. The morning was a great success with all the 

volunteers impressed with the students’ enthusiasm and engagement. Following the activity, they sent us the 

following feedback: 

Carl Newbould from Leeds Museums and Galleries said: “The school and Ahead partnership are both well pre-

pared and organised for the event and the investment they put in has a marked impact on the success of 

[today].” 

Matt Tune, Operations Manager from the White Rose Centre had previously met some of the students on a 

shopping trip, said: “I found the interaction from pupils wonderful. I also enjoyed seeing some of the pupils I 

have worked with before”. 

Careers and Work Related Learning 
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PRODUCT DESIGN CHALLENGE – 10TH FEBRUARY  

Earlier that week on the 10th of February, 5 professionals from Caddick Group and KPMG 
attended our Product Design Challenge with the Key Stage 4 students. The aim of the morning 
was to come up with some ideas for a new cupcake brand. Supported by the business volun-
teers, the students spent the morning taste testing cupcakes and thinking about what kinds of 
themes they could use, and how they would advertise their cupcake companies. Feedback 
from the event was really positive with students reporting the following: 
  

 
Futures Week in School - in line with National Careers Week from 2nd - 6th March - saw some 
fantastic learning activities that all students took part in each morning. We did lots of work ex-
ploring jobs and pathways, and considering the first steps and experiences on a career ladder.  
 
Futures Week also saw the launch of our 'Hire a Student' internal jobs board with roles adver-
tised for Sports Leaders, Health & Safety Assistants and Librarians. 
 
The coming weeks bring a host of careers activities for students throughout 
School including: visiting speakers from the Catering, Sport, Media and Horticulture sectors; a 
talk from National Citizenship Service; a trip to an SEND Careers Fair; and a student voice event 
at the Civic Hall representing the School at the SENate. 
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Mosaic Project 

We launched a very exciting mosaic project this term and were ex-

tremely grateful to the fantastic partners and experts who joined 

us in school to provide some fascinating insights and inspiration to 

help in the project planning. 

Seventeen Key Stage 4 & 5 students spent the afternoon with an 

Archaeologist, Surveyor, Artist, Historian and colleagues in various 

roles from our fantastic new neighbours at Stonewater, who have 

sponsored the project and are developing one of the sites near to 

the school for social housing. 

We can’t wait to get started on the mosaic design work now. 

Watch this space as the project takes shape, with a view to three 

mosaics - designed and made by our students - being installed in 

one of the finished buildings in summer 2020! 

Lego Robotics Challenge 
Congratulations to students from 3B, who have done themselves and Lighthouse proud with their amazing suc-

cess in a Lego Robotics Challenge. Competing against mainstream schools, 3B and their robots won their regional 

heat to book their place in the national final.  

The students went to the regional final at the National College for Advanced Transport and Infrastructure, Don-

caster. They took part in various challenges demonstrating their robots, as well as presenting to the judges.  

Students had been designing, building, tinkering and program-

ming their robots on iPads in Science and working on their 

presentation in English.  

The staff working with the students were privileged to see the 

students really build on their teamwork, communication and 

problem solving skills.  

Unfortunately the final has been cancelled and a school from 

another region had a higher points tally so were overall winners  

Big congratulations to the 3 students who achieved their GCSE equivalent Double Award Level 2 Certificate in Sci-

ence. Well done to the other students who successfully passed modules putting themselves well on the way to 

achieving their qualifications.  The students put in a tremendous amount of hard work and dedication.   

Congratulations 3B! Robotics Challenge 2020 Finalists! 


