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Autumn 2019

Lighthouse News

A message from the Principal
Welcome back. It’s been a great start to the new academic year with 14 year
7s joining the school and 11 new staff. The school now has a full school roll,
which is fantastic achievement. We are very grateful to those 7 pioneering
students and families that started on day 1 in September 2013 as this was
the beginning that has led to the now 80 students enjoying and achieving at
Lighthouse School.

The school is having to adapt some systems and processes to
accommodate the new sized school community, thank you to those parents
and carers who have used the new Parent Pay app and attended the Meet
Your Key Worker event. The School is considering how we can
accommodate whole school events for parents/carers safely, as we
understand that this an important to the School Community.

We take great pride in our attendance record as we believe it is an indicator
of how happy, positive and safe students feel about school. Research
suggests that students who attend school regularly have better life chances
so let’s work together to increase attendance where we can. If your child is
absent from school, please report your child’s absence to the school office
before 9am on the first morning of absence.

Students have been participating in a range of activities to enhance their
skills, learning and knowledge this term with visits to careers fairs,
Leeds/Bradford airport, Leeds Train Station and a baking activity lead by
Kim Joy from the Great British Bake Off.

Students have been enjoying the existing inclusion partnership with Ralph
Thoresby school and the new academic inclusion partnership at Horsforth
School.

The IDA building renovations and extension behind the school building are
now taking shape and the opening of the elderly care facility is on schedule
for completion in Summer 2020.

The student council have been busy representing their classmates and
organising the first official Remembrance Day silence in school. The council
is now reviewing the school’s anti bullying policy to support students’
understanding.

The National Autistic society Teenlife programme for parents and carers is
proving popular and feedback from participants is showing a positive
impact for students and the rest of their families.

We hope you can join us on the 7th December 2019 at the PTA Christmas
fair, which will be a great family event and will help raise vital funds for
students’ resources and activities.

Thank you

Emma

Amazing Results
The Key Stage 4 and 5 students
had some excellent exam results
over the summer and we are all
very proud of their achievements
and hard work.

Qualifications were taken in
English and Maths GCSE and
Functional Skills, Science
Cambridge Technicals and Entry
Level Certificate, and BTEC
Media. GCSEs in Art and
Photography were taken for the
first time and the students
produced some fantastic work.

The attitude and composure of the
students taking exams was
excellent, especially as many were
taking exams for the first time.
Well done to everyone involved!

“By holding the
highest of ambitions
for our children (even
if they cannot see it
for themselves), we
shine a light on their
potential to lead the
brightest of futures.”
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New Staff Interview
At the beginning of the year we were joined by new Tutor Hannah Armitage. School Council interviewed Hannah
to find out why she came to Lighthouse and what she enjoys outside of school.

Thomas: What other jobs have you had before Lighthouse?

Hannah: Before lighthouse I was a student at Uni so I haven’t worked in a school before, I have had part time jobs
in retail. I worked in venues in the Uni union and at Paperchase.

William: Do you have any pets?

Hannah: Yep two Jack Russell’s, one called Barney and one called Lottie, both are 11 years old.

Gio Have you ever been abroard?

Hannah: Yep I’ve been to Spain, Portual, America and the Middle East.

Gio: Would you like to go to Australia?

Hannah: I would love to go to Australia

Milan: Who is your idol?

Hannah: This is a good question. My mum because she’s just great and I can’t think of anyone famous that I
would want to be my idol.

Matthew: Why Lighthouse?

Hannah: Good question. I chose lighthouse school because it is growing as a school and is pioneering in how it
puts the students first. I felt like it would be a good opportunity after leaving University.

Gio where did you study?

Hannah: I did childhood studies at the University of
Leeds

Thomas: What is your favourite thing to watch on
telly?

Hannah: My favourite thing to watch on the telly is
rubbish reality TV, TOWIE, Big Brother, Coronation
Street, Hollyoaks

Milan: do you have a favourite character in
Hollyoaks?

Hannah: I don’t have a favourite character in
Hollyoaks but I do like Olly and Brooke.

Harry W2: Have you had any special needs teaching
before?

Hannah: I haven’t had any specific training until I
came here to Lighthouse but I did volunteer with
people with additional needs whilst at Uni.

William: Who is in your family?

Hannah: I don’t live at home anymore but I have my
mum dad and a sister who look after the dogs.

Student Council
This term we have set up our School Council of 2019/20.
We have one school councillor representing each year
group and we are looking to add two additional members:
an extra member from Year 7, and a member from the
functional teaching group. Our school councillors so far
are: William (Year 7), Milan (Year 8), Matthew (Year 9),
William (Year 10), Harry (Year 11), Jason (Year 12), Gio
(Year 12) and Tom (Year 13/14). School Council meet once
a week to discuss issues in school and implement student
suggestions. So far we have been focusing on:

Anti-Bullying policy: Councillors have been looking at the
school’s anti-bullying policy to make it more student-
friendly and to suggest any changes they feel are
important.

Remembrance Day: Councillors organised a presentation
and 2 minute silence for students and staff to pay their
respects for those lost in war.

New staff interview: School Council interviewed a new
member of staff to discuss their thoughts on joining
Lighthouse School (featured in this newsletter).
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I am Iron Man!
This half term 3D and 3C have been learning all about metals. This has been a
cross-curricular project with English, Science, and Maths.

The students have really enjoyed reading Iron Man in English, where they have
practised their comprehension skills whilst reading the book. They acted out the
story in groups; Maisie in particular deserves an Oscar for her acting skills. They
sequenced and retold the story, and have even written a newspaper report about
an Iron Man on the loose!

In Science, pupils have been learning about properties of metals. They have
designed a metal man and thought about what kind of metal objects the Iron Man
would eat. They have also learnt about how metals conduct electricity.

In Maths students even made 3D Iron Men out of nets and created a giant Iron
Man using recyclable materials.

Community Trips to
the Welcome In Cafe
On Thursday mornings 5C visit the ‘Welcome
In’ café to practise community skills. This
term our trip has coincided with a drop-in
session offered by the Local Neighbourhood
Policing team. The students have enjoyed
meeting the policing team.

We have also enjoyed meeting a therapy dog
called Eddie, who has enjoyed 5C giving him
treats and also loves being stroked!

Drama
Key Stage 4 and 5 Drama group are hard at work developing their
own alien invasion story! ‘The Ertlings’ are looking for a new planet
due to the economic crisis that has developed on their own planet.
Will they succeed or find help? Tune in to find out!

The students are working extremely hard on their Drama skills, with
a focus on entering a film competition. Fingers crossed for all
involved!

Horticulture
In Horticulture this half term we have been busy with autumnal
jobs.

We have pruned, mowed, planted bulbs for the spring and
harvested our vegetables. We have grown: sweetcorn, potatoes,
squash, onions, garlic, tomatoes, sunflowers, kale, broccoli, broad
beans, peas, and chard!

Class 3A have been learning about being safe in the garden and
have had a go at mowing, weeding, and planting bulbs. They are
doing really well and have even tried eating flowers too!

The Options Group have also learned more about different aspects
of gardening including: what a bulb is, how to plant a bulb
“lasagne”, making bird food for our bird café, and sowing green
manures to overwinter and enrich the soil.

This week we have made some brilliant giant spiders and dancing
ghosties for Halloween!



Shine: Dates for your diary
Date Activity Key Stages
Thursday 12/12/19 Christmas Party on site Key Stage 3 and Key Stage

3 Functional Curriculum
Group

Tuesday 21/1/20 Jumparena Key Stage 4 and 5
Thursday13/2/20 Valentines Party onsite Functional Curriculum

Group
Tuesday17/3/20 Cinema Key Stage 3
Thursday 23/4/20 Arcades Key Stage 4 and 5
Tuesday 25/6/19 End of Year Prom/Party Key Stage 4 and 5
Summer Shine - full days
Monday 20/7/20 Yorkshire Wildlife Park Key Stage 3 and Functional

Curriculum Group
Tuesday 21/7/20 Media Museum Key Stage 4 and 5

Wednesday 22/7/20 Xscape Key Stage 4 and 5

Thursday 23/7/20 On site party Key Stage 3 and Functional
Curriculum Group
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Shine Trip: White Rose Centre
This year we have had to adapt our Shine Club provision due to it’s popularity and so that we can support
students further across school. We have added additional after school clubs throughout the year and our aim is
that each student accesses at least one club to help support their EHCP targets

Thanks to the families that filled out the questionnaire we sent at the beginning of the year, it has given us some
great insight into which students would like to access which activities and will also help us plan for the coming
trips. So far we have visited Hollywood Bowl and, more recently, we took KS4/5 students to the White Rose
Shopping Centre.

“What I liked about it is I got a new earring from H Samuel and a slush from a shop near the elevator and when my
mum came to pick me up she did a bit of shopping with me too” (Josh, 16)

“The white rose shopping trip was really fun. I really enjoyed being with Hannah and shopping. However it think
that we should have longer - about 2/3 hours so the students can have time to go shopping and to go for food.
However the trip was very successful and I really
enjoyed it. Also the man in management suite,
Mathew, was really friendly. The space was very
good. It was good to know that there was someone
we could go to. I would go again. It was a great
night.” (Laura, 16)
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Lighthouse School PTA
The Lighthouse School PTA is holding its annual Christmas Fair on
Saturday 7th December 2019 from 12.00pm to 2.00pm at the Lighthouse
School, Leeds and promises once again to be a fun packed two hours for
all the family. As always we need your support with donations, help on the
day, or with just coming along to join in.

If you are able to donate any new unwanted items for the gift tombola stall
or any new or preloved toys, games, books and DVDs in good condition for
resale, they will be gratefully received. We are also wanting suitable home
crafted items for our ‘ handmade with love ‘ stall eg jars of jam, knitted or
sewn crafts etc. Please can any donations be sent into school by Monday
2nd December 2019. Please can any donations of buns and cakes, be sent
into school on Friday 6th December 2019 so they are fresh for the fair.
Stalls this year will include DVDs and books, Enterprise, tombola, cakes,
buns, and craft sales. There will also be Christmas crafts to make and
games to enjoy, as well as delicious lunch time food at the Café.

If you would like to volunteer to help or would like more information please
contact:

Ann-Marie pta.ann-marie@lighthouseschool.co.uk

Helen pta.helen@lighthouseschool.co.uk

or please contact the school office 0113 4570605

This will be a great opportunity for families to get together, so please put
the date in your diary and plan to come and support this wonderful event.
All money raised will be used to buy equipment and resources for the
students within the school. We look forward to seeing you at the Fair and
thank you in advance for your support.

PTA Dates for
your Diary
Tuesday 19th November 2019 at
1.30pm

Wednesday 18th December 2019
at 2.30pm

Wednesday 22nd January 2020 at
1.30pm

Tuesday 25th February 2020 at
2.30pm

Wednesday 18th March 2020 at
1.30pm

Tuesday 21st April 2020 at 2.30pm

Wednesday 20th May 2020 at
1.30pm

Tuesday 17th June 2020 at 2.30pm

Wednesday 15th July 2020 at
1.30pm

Year 7 comments

“I like PE, Art, Maths, Employability
and Computing.”

“Since I’ve started Lighthouse I’ve
enjoyed a friend making me laugh
and football.”

“Maths is the best out of all the
lessons.”

“I like the calm rooms. I like the
food. I like the play time
equipment.”

“Science is good.”

“I like Science using lego and
SaLT.”

“I like the Computer club.”

AtL: Attitude to Learning, Attitude to
Life
Students and their Keyworkers have been working hard this half term across
school in order to update (or make anew!) AtL scales for students to use
across school. Our school behaviour systems mean we can look at each
student as an individual and plan meaningful and appropriate targets so that
they know what they are working towards. These targets are always linked
to their attitude to the given situation – taking into account behaviour and
independence. Some families link this to a home- school support system to
provide consistency across the day and so that students can generalise
these skills in different situations.

Students get a say in what they are
working towards and different
groups work towards different
goals. Some students work towards
a ‘reward time’ during the sessions
whilst other students may be
working towards a class trip or
reward session. Staff work closely
with students so that the time they
earn is meaningful to them.
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Careers and Work Related
Learning
It's been an incredibly busy term so far for students participating in
work-related-learning activities.

Seventeen of our Sixth Form students are participating in weekly
placements with Brick 42, Branching Out and on a college course
studying Hair, Beauty and Media Makeup. In the coming weeks a
further four students will start their weekly work experience placement
at Lineham Farm.

Students are developing their confidence and skills by doing a huge
amount of work around the School too - assigned as work tasks by
staff. As well as cleaning, tidying and improving the School
environment, students have taken ownership of the vast piles of lost
property, are working on beautiful and informative display boards and
regularly prepare the refreshments for visitors attending School for
meetings or training.

In October our Key Stage 5 students participated in a fun and
informative Employer Speed Networking event. Colleagues from four
fantastic learning disability confident organisations - Bam Nuttall Ltd,
Covea Insurance, Jet2 and Leeds Museums & Galleries - joined us in
School to answer lots of questions from our students about their jobs,
skills, careers and companies.

In return, our students taught them a lot about what an autistic person
would bring to their workforce - and they couldn't have been more
impressed.

Key Stage 4 students will be participating in a similar employer event
in School in November and some will also be heading to Tropical
World to explore the roles and work of staff there. All students in
School now have their Start profiles set up - www.startprofile.com –
and are starting to explore their future study and work options using
this fantastic careers tool. If your child is accessing the website at
home, do encourage them to use their log-in (which you will find in
their planner) rather than sign in as a guest – and to ‘like’ and ‘dislike’
the areas they are exploring - as this will help to build a personal
profile for them based on their interests, skills and aspirations.

Debating Skills
Success
Four of our students absolutely
smashed it at the inaugural SEN
Debating Competition at Leeds Civic
Hall in October. Not only did they win a
debate on a topic that they hadn’t even
prepared for as they’d bravely stepped
in at the last minute – but one of our
students was awarded the best
speaker of the entire competition!

Our next event with the Voice and
Influence Team at Leeds City Council is
a takeover of the SEND Partnership
Board on 25th November.

Network Rail
Safety Awareness
Nine students from across the School
spent a fun and interesting morning at
Leeds Train Station recently at a
session organised by Network Rail and
The Leeds United Foundation to raise
young people’s awareness of the
dangers around railway lines and
improve their rail safety awareness.

It was a supportive and informative
session and we look forward to taking
more students along to their next
event.

Compass
House
We’re ‘all systems
go’ in our planning
for the Christmas
pop-up shop in
Leeds Kirkgate
Market – where we raised hundreds of
pounds for the School enterprise
budget last year!

Keep an eye on the School and / or
CompassHouseLS Face Book pages
for updates and pop it on the calendar
to pay our students a visit when they
are running the shop in Unit 278 at the
market from Monday 2nd to Friday 6th
December and stock up on our
amazing student designed and made
Christmas goodies.
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Lighthouse Futures Trust Updates
The charity team are working very hard at present to ensure that the new group of
students are settling into their Supported Internship programmes at a range of
brilliant companies, including: John Lewis, KPMG, Johnson & Johnson and Anchor Care.

Branching Out continues to grow (!) with students working from Lotherton Hall alongside the Council's Parks and
Countryside team to build their land-based work skills and develop their resilience and a strong work ethic -
through all weathers!

Don't forget to visit Keepers Coffee & Kitchen for the best coffee and cakes in
Leeds! The café team are involved in many local events and activities and it's
worth following them on Facebook - search for Keepers Coffee & Kitchen -
so as not to miss out on forthcoming inclusive family fun.

As Christmas is getting closer Keepers Coffee & Kitchen is offering all staff,
students and parent/carers of Lighthouse School a 10% discount on all gifts
through November and December upon producing a staff badge or student
planner. So pop in and bag a beautiful bargain for a loved one and enjoy a
delicious snack or meal served by one of the students training at the cafe
whilst you are there.

Keepers is open Monday to Saturday all year round and the team would love to meet more Lighthouse families
and friends!

SaLT News

The SaLT team are very excited to
announce we will be holding a joke-
telling competition in school. Each
term the Lighthouse Student Council
will select the top jokes, which will be
published in upcoming newsletters.
The winner and two runners- up will
receive a prize.

Participation in activities such as this
offer our students an opportunity to
focus on the fun aspects of
communication. Our students enjoy
joke- telling with both peers and staff
alike. It is a great way to help
students build their communication
confidence in a friendly and
supportive way. Helping students to
develop their speech, language and
communication skills will enable
them to unlock their potential, aid
their academic achievement, and
confidently engage in social
situations

Paul Staniland: Clerk to the
Governors
I have worked in the education sector for almost 38 years. Originally as
a further education lecturer before moving on to education
administration, mainly dealing with finance and data processing. I have
also worked at a regional film agency administering National Lottery
grants to aspiring screen producers.

The role of clerk to the Governor is to provide advice and guidance to
the governing board on governance, constitutional and procedural
matters. A professional clerk will contribute towards the efficient
functioning a governing board and its committees by providing :

• Administrative and organisational
support;

• Guidance to ensure that the board
works in compliance with the
appropriate legal and regulatory
framework, and understands the
potential consequences for
noncompliance; and

• Advice on procedural matters
relating to the operation of the
board.

I have been involved with the Lighthouse School since 2011, assisting
the School Business Manager with the preparation of the management
and statutory accounts and submission of returns to the Education Skills
Funding Agency and Department of Education. I was appointed as
Clerk to Governors in November 2018 - in addition to my continued
assistance with the preparation of finance reports.
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Dates for your Diary

Classroom
Monitor
Our online assessment system is
an easy way to see how your child
is progressing in all aspects of their
school time. Online reports will be
released to parents shortly - look
out for the email with your log-in. If
you have any problems accessing
the system, please email Daniel
Sitkin:
daniel.sitkin@lighthouseschool.c
o.uk

12th December 2019 Christmas Shine (KS3)
20th December Christmas Singalong
23rd December - 3rd January School closed for the holidays
6th January 2020 Progress Review Day
21st January 2020 Shine Club (KS4 and 5)
23rd January 2020 Alumni Event
13th February 2020 Shin Club (FCG)
17th - 21st February 2020 School closed for the holidays
2nd - 6th March 2020 Futures Week
4th March 2020 Futures Week Options event
17th March 2020 Shine Club (KS3)
3rd April 2020 Training Day
6th - 17th April 2020 Easter Holidays

Teen Life
Since gaining their qualification back in January, Vicky and Zuhal have now
delivered 4 Teen Life programmes, 3 for Lighthouse families and 1 external
programme for the community. They have recently started their 5th programme.

Over the 6 week programme parents have shared experiences, gained more
knowledge and even enjoyed a slice of cake or two!

Families have fed back how it’s made a difference to their day-to-day routines and the relationship they have with
their teens; families have been left feeling empowered and supported!

If you’d like to be a part of the next programme please download an
application form from the school website under the training tab and email this
to training@lighthouseschool.co.uk

For more information see
https://www.autism.org.uk/professionals/teachers/myworldhub/teen-
life.aspx

Accelerated
Reader Winners
Last half term's winner for the
Accelerated Reader prize draw
was Oscar - well done!

On your marks, get set, bake!
Lucky Lighthouse students were treated to a biscuit decorating workshop by
a very special guest, Kim Joy, earlier this term.

Leeds resident Kim Joy, who is a cat lover known for her cute and quirky
bakes, made it all the way to the final of The Great British Bake Off in 2018.

Enthusiastic bakers from both KS3 and KS4 used piping bags filled with
coloured icing to create superhero llamas on gingerbread cookies supplied
by Kim Joy herself.

On meeting one of his baking heroes, Antonio from 3C said: “I got excited
because Kim Joy visited and I decorated biscuits. She made me star baker!”

“Kim Joy was very nice and funny” said William H, 4A.
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Lighthouse School PTA

Saturday 7th December 2019: 12pm – 2pm
Lighthouse School

Hospital Lane, Cookridge, Leeds, LS16
Tel: (0113) 457060

Christmas Fair

All the usual fun of the Christmas Fair: stalls, things to make, fun
games and activities to try. Lunch time refreshments will be
available throughout the fair and all money raised will go directly
towards supporting the amazing students at The Lighthouse
School for young people with autism. A great time guaranteed!


