
 

Message from the 

Principal 

Hi Everyone,
The days are 
finally getting 
longer and we 
are grateful 
that we have 
hopefully seen 
the end of the 
winter weather. The school has had 
a busy half term with a range of new 
initiatives, external competitions, 
presentations, visits and focussed 
activities including Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 
As part of our journey to outstanding, 
and in response to parent feedback, 
the school have invested in a new 
tracking and monitoring system called 
Classroom Monitor. This is an online 
system which will enable parents/
carers to view their child’s learning 
objectives in every subject and their 
progress to date. It will also enable 
the school to be more analytical of the 
progress of individual students and 
groups across the school. 
We will be hosting an event this 
term to support parents/carers to 
understand how to access your child’s 
information at home. 

We believe this will be a significant 
step forward in improving 
communication and student 
outcomes.
We have been very fortunate to have 
two Leeds College of Music students 
volunteering in school last term. We 
have seen some students begin to 
blossom through their involvement in 
this work which has been amazing, 
so much so that we have decided to 
introduce music across the school 
curriculum next academic year.
It was great to see so many parents 
and carers attending the careers fair 
and how the event has helped many 
of our students to start thinking about 
their future in more detail. The school 
now has a qualified careers advisor, 
Deborah Laycock, on the staff body 
who has been meeting with students 
to support their destination planning. 
On Friday 23rd March, the Director of 
Free Schools from the Department of 
Education visited the school. It was 
a very successful meeting and she 
enjoyed meeting the students. 
We appreciate your support regarding 
the closures due to the adverse 
weather conditions over the last term. 
We really hope not to see any more of 
the “Beast from the East”! 
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Student experience
Looking back at last term we would like 
to share some of the exciting, engaging 
and educational activities that class 3.4 
have been involved in. New and varied 
activities during sport have proved to be 
popular and students have taken part 
in everything from rugby and archery to 
(velcro) darts and gym circuits. 

We have had weekly trips to Holt Park 
Leisure Centre where students have 
accessed the gym and swimming pool 
and received positive comments from the 
Leisure Centre staff and the public, 
who have contacted the school to let us 
know about their exemplary behaviour.

Tackling challenges and making 
progress, the students have learned 
about money in numeracy before putting 
it into action out in the community on 
weekly trips to the local supermarket. 
Students have chosen and purchased 
cooking ingredients and have been 
developing their cooking skills during 
food technology classes. They have 
made some particularly delicious 
pancakes, scones and hedgehog 
bread along the way. Their Literacy and 
Numeracy skills have come in useful 
when following instructions, writing their 
own recipe and weighing out ingredients.

Across the curriculum students have 
been learning new skills and hopefully 
surprising themselves a little in the 
process. Perhaps most importantly new 
friendships have been formed while 
praise regarding the student’s behaviour 
can regularly be heard throughout the 
school. Well done class 3.4, keep up the 
good work, you’re doing great!

Lighthouse School Arthington House 
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Governor spotlight  
Our Governing Body at Lighthouse School 
is made up of a group of skilled individuals 
who are passionate about the students, highly 
engaged with the school and committed to 
the vision and values for the school and all 
within it. 
They are generous with their time and bring 
experiences to support and challenge the 
leadership and staff of the school. 

Robert Tuck - Parent Voice 
Governor 
Hi, I hope as Parent Governor I can help 
to further develop the school’s sense of 
community by improving communications, 
sharing and supporting and by listening to 
and working with the very dedicated staff 
and PTA at the School. My background 
and experience have played a part in my 
decision to become a parent governor and I 
am privileged to be able to support the whole 
school community with its inspirational vision 
and values. 
I have an education background and in my 
free time I enjoy jogging and mountain-biking, 
reading and family time with my three young 
sons. Parents and carers views and opinions 
are important to the whole school community 
and I hope to meet you all. Please feel free to 
contact me with any questions or for further 
support. robert.tuck@lighthouseschool.co.uk



Enterprise
Enterprise we’ve been working hard 
to create items to sell on our 
enterprise stall which we held last 
term. We also had a visitor called 
Harriet Chapman who is from Autism 
Bricks. She talked to students about 
how she became an entrepreneur and 
the types of skills and abilities that 
are essential for running your own 
business in.

Science
Last term we had a visit from the 
‘Tomorrow’s Engineer’s’ programme.  
Erika organises the programme, and 
Andy from the RAF is in charge of 
the RAF signals in Yorkshire. They 
came to our school to run our final 
here as we were unable to get to the 
regional finals.
There were 400 schools who took 
part in this challenge, most being 
mainstream high schools. On the 
robotics challenge we were informed 
that most of the participating schools 
scored between 10-20 points. There 
were only 4 schools scored the 
maximum of 40 points. If we had 
attended the regional final our team 
would have scored 30 points which 
would have placed us in a great 
position, beating a large majority of 
the schools in the challenge.
There was also a speed challenge 
which with a run of 2.5 seconds 
would have put our school well into 
the top 10 of any final.
The visitors were really impressed 
with all our students, their work and 
the level of knowledge shown.  As 
an example, for one challenge which 
was to pick up a humanitarian 

aid shelter, the visitors were very 
impressed with the students’ 
engineering solution and they 
videoed it to show to the designer of 
the challenge.
Our school received a certificate. 
Thanks to Rob Warden, one of our 
staff members, for his time and 
commitment in supporting the teams.

Humanities 
As part of our Humanities topic of trading and economics our school have had a 
guest speaker from the Horsforth fair-trade organisation called Matt Wright. He 
spoke to pupils in classes 3.1 and 3.2 about fair-trade products and how buying 
fair-trade products can help change people’s lives.  Students were shown how 
to recognise fair trade products available in the shops and they also got to try 
different fair trade chocolate.  

Horticulture 
Last term our work in Horticulture has been challenging weather-wise! The 
students have demonstrated real resilience in the face of storms, 
“Beasts” and ill health!
We have done a lot of maintenance - cleaning, tidying and painting; as well as 
constructing some great bird-boxes from scratch - you can see them dotted around 
the grounds. The birds have also been well-fed by the team (we have a lively 
squirrel or 2 who eat a lot of bird food, and the bird feeders, so have a constant 
battle).
The other large job has been the final pruning before spring begins properly and 
birds begin to nest, checking what has survived the winter. We certainly have!

Computing 
In key stage 3 computing we’ve been creating games in ‘Scratch’ and learning 
‘Python’. These are types of computer programming and our students are enjoying 
learning some of the fundamentals of these programmes.

In year 9, group 3.2, Toby created a 
fantastic space game. He thoroughly 
tested his game, found and fixed errors 
and then added more features to his 
game. This game made use of selection, 
iteration, and variables and 
demonstrates a strong understanding of 
good programming practice.



Class 3.1’s Amazing 
Alliteration Alphabet 

Poem

“Adventurous alligators advance at 
annoying aprons

Brown bear beats bouncing Bobby
Cuddly cows kick crazy coats
Dangerous dogs defeat deer,

Evil elephants easily eat essential eggs
Fantasy phoenix flames fierce fire
Grizzly gorillas gargle grotty goo
Hard hairy hippopotamus hearing 

helicopters
Itchy iguanas in icy igloos

Jumping jaguars juggling jiggly jelly
Cackling kangaroos kick kind kings

Lazy lemurs lick lovely lollies
Mischievous monkeys meet massive 

mammoths
Naughty newts nom nom nom Nathan

Ordinary owls obviously organise octopi
Perfect pigs pick pepperoni pizza

Quiet quail quickly quack quick queens
Russian rhinos rush round relays

Scary spiders spin sacred silky webs
Tiny tigers tie tiny ties

Unique unicorns use unbelievable umbrellas
Vicious vultures vibrate veins

Winning whales wail wonderful windmills
Xcellent x-ray tetras play xylophones on 

xfactor
Yawning yaks yell yikes on yachts

Zappy zebras zap Zu”

 Work experience – Billy’s story 

Since last year, I have been doing work experience at Autism Bricks UK, a social enterprise that is supported by a non-
profit organisation called Specialist Autism Services, which works for and with adults who have autism. Autism Bricks 
sells Lego bricks (some new, some preloved) online and brings them back to their original condition so that people can 
continue to have fun using them. All the money that Autism Bricks make is either put back into the organisation or used 
to finance the support of and provide opportunities for young adults with autism to do work experience. It is because of 
these opportunities that I have been able to go and do work experience at Autism Bricks UK every Monday. At Autism 
Bricks UK, I write a weekly blog, which I post on the website, about the things that I have been doing at work that day. I 
also do Lego-related research and create Lego-made scenes, so that I can take pictures of them and add them to my blog. 
As well as doing work experience at Autism Bricks UK on a Monday, I also do work experience at Search Laboratory on 
a Thursday. Search Labs is a scientific search engine marketing company that creates websites and ad campaigns. They 
also work with companies such as Bing, Google and Yahoo to optimise a company’s web profile. At Search Laboratory, 
I am doing a lot of research about staff inductions, and at the moment, I am currently working on a questionnaire for 
employees about joining the company and if Search Labs provided them with everything they needed to know. Doing 
work experience has not only given me the opportunity to get an idea of what the world of employment is like, but it has 
also given me the opportunity to meet new people and learn new skills. 

Please help us to make our  
school even better by visiting the 

school website and 
completing our parent 

questionnaire. 

Your views are important to us 
and help us to improve.

www.lighthouseschool.co.uk 

Student Praise
In each of our termly newsletters we 
would like to highlight some of the great 
work that our students are doing. In this 
edition of our newsletter we would like 
to say well done to Katy, year 9, class 
3.3.  As part of part of our maths work 
on perimeter and area, Katy was asked 
to make a shape with an area of 64cm². 
Initially she drew a square with sides of 8 
cm. She was then challenged to make a 
different shape with the same area. Katy 
had three attempts before succeeding in 
drawing the shape with the correct area. 
We were very impressed with her ability 
to use “stick at the problem” and not to 
give up. Well done Katy!

Performing Arts
As part of their drama work 
group 3.1 devised a script entitled 
‘Intergalactic Adventure’. They then 
worked very hard to get this on film, 
rehearsing their parts and taking on 
notes to develop their performances. 
Thanks to their amazing hard work 
and dedication. 

Art
Flowers are a critical study of an 
artist we are looking at called 
Georgia O’Keefe. The second image is 
the student’s own design using water 
colour techniques and ink.



School Lunches
School meals are £2.65. Please ensure 
your account is in credit on a weekly 
basis.

Donations to our school
We are very grateful to the recent 
donation from the Gotobed family who 
have kindly made a further donation 
to the school in memory of Patricia 
Gotobed. 

The Art Society Leeds has very kindly 
donated £250 to the school for art 
materials. The Arts Societies bring 
together like-minded people to enjoy the 
arts and work on heritage preservation 
projects. Our students have been asked 
to submit some of their art work to be 
displayed at one of the Art Society’s 
meeting.

School events
Last term we had an incredibly successful end to careers week, with a Careers and 
Enterprise Fair. Students and parents got to visit stalls from a wide range of organisations 
and also buy items from our Lighthouse Enterprise stall. Parents also had the opportunity 
to learn more about the supported internships available through Lighthouse Futures Trust.
A huge thank you to Lighthouse Futures Trust, Autism Bricks, Leeds Beckett University, 
Leeds City College, Mencap, Specialist Autism Services and Leeds Apprenticeships.

admin@lighthouseschool.co.uk.
 

The NAS (National Autism Society) Professionals 
Annual conference – Harrorgate 7-8th March 2018
Our school were pleased to be invited this year to exhibit at the NAS Professionals 
conference which ran over two days. The conference, which draws organisations, 
professionals and parents from all over the country, was very well attended. Some of 
our school staff also attended the seminars. Key topics that were covered by national 
speakers included:

• Recognising and treating anxiety
• Helping parents to improve their child’s sleep patterns
• Employment for autistic adults
• Using speech and language tools to aid communication
• Developing a new adult diagnostic tool
• Eating disorders in autistic women
• Autism and epilepsy
• Techniques for copying with bullying

If you would like any further information about the conference please contact 
Deborah at the school deborah.laycock@lighthouseschool.co.uk

Mother’s Day Drawing 
Competition 
Group 3.4 took part in a Mother’s Day 
drawing competition which was set up 
by a company called GH Dovener and 
Son West Park. One of their members of 
staff called Denise came in to school to 
judge the competition entries which can 
be seen below. Well done to all students 
who took part!

1st Prize: Hasan
2nd Prize: Nillini
3rd Prize: James

Don’t forget to check the 
school website for 

information and updates!

‘Many hands make 
light work!’

Lighthouse PTA are looking for 
volunteers to join and expand their 
small, friendly team. We appreciate that 
life is always busy for parents and that 
this is one more thing to add to it but 
the school and students benefit hugely 
from the PTA fundraising and events. 
Last year we raised an amazing £6,992 
and were able to register as a charity.  
The meetings and fundraising events 
are great opportunities to meet and get 
to know Lighthouse families, staff and 
students whilst also having fun. The PTA 
however, relies on parent support and 
they need more parents to get involved. 

So, why not come along to their next 
meeting on at Lighthouse School to find 
out more about them and the great 
work that they do. For more information, 
please email Helen Stockton 
PTA@lighthouseschool.co.uk.



New Staff
We would like to welcome the following new members of staff to our school team. We 
wish them every success!o.uk.
 

Andrew Hargreaves
Tutor

Deborah Laycock
 Project Manager 

Helen Ridha 
Math’s Teacher

Alison Howell
Tutor 

Rachel Bokor 
 Tutor 

Writing Competition
Last term some of our students took part 
in the ‘Young Writers’ Stranger Sagas’ 
writing competition. The competition 
was to write a 100 word story using a 
choice of sentence starters given. The 
competition was organised in conjunction 
with secondary schools all over the 
UK with the aim to encourage young 
adults to enjoy creative writing. Some 
of our students have been selected 
out of 20,000 students to have their 
saga published. Our winning students 
are Alex, Izzy and Jason, and their 
stories will be published in ‘Stranger 
Sagas - The North East’ on 30th April 
2018. Young Writers’ will then choose 
their favourite published sagas where 
the students can win cash prizes for 
themselves and their school, this will be 
announced in the summer term.

Lighthouse Futures Trust is a charity 
that is dedicated to supporting young 
people into employment by increasing 
employment opportunities for 16 to 
25 year olds with Autistic Spectrum 
Condition and learning difficulties 
in Leeds.  We are at the forefront of 
transformational change for students 
facing barriers into employment.  
Respected nationally by the Department 
for Education, Local Authorities, special 
schools and colleges. They refer young 
people onto our programmes.  We have 
developed the framework for supported 
internships across the city and since 
starting in 2016 we have supported 
66 learners through our internship 
programme.

We have two social enterprises, 
“Keeper’s Coffee & Kitchen” a vibrant 
café and gift shop in Cookridge and 
“Branching Out” gardening/horticultural 
services. Our third Social Enterprise 
“Keeper’s Create” making candles, 
soaps and silk scarves is in the planning 
and development stage.
Students work here for 12 months to 
gain employment skills and confidence 
whilst learning how to be part of a team 
and following instructions.

In 2016 we developed a unique 
supported internship programme “Talent 
City” this is the first of its kind nationally. 
By engaging with key employers in the 
region we remove the barrier of online 
recruitment and allow interns to flourish 
in a real life working environment 
supported by our job coaches.
You can follow our Keepers Coffee and 
Kitchen Facebook page.

Friday 25th May School Closes For Half Term

Monday 4th June School reopens

Tuesday 19th June Parent Hub meeting
W/C Monday 16 July Activity Week

Friday 20th July End of School Year

Events
Monday 23th July - Xscape
Tuesday 24th July - Stockeld Park 
Wednesday 25th July - On site/local 
community activity
Thursday 26th July - Herd Farm

DATES FOR 
THE DIARY

 Lighthouse 
New Arrival 

Congratulations to one of our school staff, 
Anouska, welcomed to the world a new 
baby boy – Ted Felix on the 26th January 
weighing 7lb 8oz. 

We would love to hear your 
feedback…. 

Recent feedback comments we have 
received from visitors to our school 
include:

‘Amazing school and facilities with 
a very welcoming and friendly 
atmosphere’

‘Everybody is so welcoming and 
helpful Lighthouse school feels like a 
great place to work and study’

‘What a wonderful calm and happy 
school. Thank you for making me feel 
so welcome I am leaving the school 
with a big smile on my face 


