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1. Aims 

This policy aims to ensure that: 

➢ Suitable education is arranged for students on roll who cannot attend school due to health needs 

➢ Students, staff and parents understand the school’s responsibilities 

➢ Students, staff and parents understand the Local Authority’s (LA) responsibilities when the school are 
unable to implement the required provision 

2. Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the following legislation and statutory guidance: 

➢ Education Act 1996 (Section 19) 

➢ Equality Act 2010 (legislation.gov.uk) (Part 6, Chapter 1) 

➢ Children and Families Act 2014 (legislation.gov.uk) (Section 42) 

➢ SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk) (Paragraphs 10.47 – 10.52, 
(Children & young people in alternative provision because of health needs) 

➢ Additional health needs guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

➢ Alternative provision - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

This policy also aligns with guidance provided by the LA: “The Education of Children and Young People Who 
are Unable to Attend School due to Medical Needs”.  

3. The responsibilities of the school 

Parents / carers are expected to provide the school with information in regard to regular non-attendance 
including the medical need of their child if not attending. We must code the reason appropriately on the 
information provided and context of the child.   

We will work in partnership with the LA to ensure continuity of access to education for all statutory school age 
students unable to attend because of serious illness, injury or mental health need beyond 15 days of non-
school attendance.  

3.1 If the school makes arrangements 

Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education for students with health 
needs who cannot attend school. We are required to take a graduated response to any medical absence and 
ensure access to a suitable education. This may be through support in school, virtual access to our teaching 
platforms or arrangements to deliver suitable education outside of school.  

The following school staff are primarily responsible for overseeing and implementing the provision for students 
that are unable to attend school due to medical and / or mental health needs: 

➢ Assistant Principal, SEN & Wellbeing  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/section/42
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/941900/health_needs_guidance_accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/alternative-provision
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➢ SENCO 

➢ Wellbeing Coordinator 

➢ Family Liaison Officer  

What sort of arrangements will be made? 

In the first instance, the school’s Family Liaison Officer will arrange to meet with the student and their family to 
co-produce a reintegration plan that may be short or long-term depending on the identified medical or mental 
health need. Initially work will be sent home. Where full-time education would not be in the student’s best 
interests because of reasons relating to their physical or mental health, we may provide part-time education. 
Full and part-time education will focus on achieving good academic attainment in English, Maths and Science 
in line with statutory guidance referred to in section 2. 

Short-term reintegration plans 

When it is agreed that the nature of the health or mental health need will be short term as the recovery period 
is expected to follow a linear progression, provision will be planned to increase incrementally week-by-week 
until the student is attending school full-time. Short-term reintegration plans will aim to return students to full-
time education as soon as possible and will be implemented up to a maximum of 6 weeks. 

Long-term reintegration plans 

Where a student has a chronic condition, the reintegration plan will set out goals / outcomes to be achieved 
before increases in provision or attendance in school rather than a time-bound progression as noted above. 
This is to avoid putting unsuitable pressure on an ill student in the early stages of their absence. Where the 
absence is likely to be lengthy and the student has significant anxiety / mental health needs relating to school, 
the reintegration plan may only take shape nearer to the likely date of return, to avoid exacerbating the 
student’s anxiety / mental health need. Long-term reintegration plans must be reviewed every 6 weeks to 
ensure the plan remains appropriate and consider additional steps to reintegrate the student at consistent 
regular intervals. 

What support will be offered? 

The support offered will be tailored to the individual needs of the student and may include some or all of the 
following provisions: 

➢ Regular contact with parents / carers  

➢ Student work sent home 

➢ Safeguarding visit each week 

➢ Weekly mentoring  

➢ Referral for cluster support / family support worker  

➢ Referral to attendance improvement officer 

➢ Equipment to access learning remotely 

➢ EHCP annual review – if there is a protracted period of absence due to chronic needs, and it is not 
appropriate to refer to the LA, it may be appropriate to convene an early annual review of the 
student’s EHC plan. The reintegration plan may form an additional outcome in the EHC plan and 
provided that outside agencies recommend additional provisions that are over and above what we are 
usually able to provide, we will recommend changes to section F of the EHC plan and if approved by 
the LA, we will endeavor to seek additional resources in order to implement the reintegration plan. 

3.2 If the LA makes arrangements 

The LA also has a statutory duty for students with medical needs of compulsory school age. The duty covers 
students who are in patients in hospital and those who have both medical and mental health needs that mean 
they are not able to access their usual education provision for more than 15 days. Health problems can 
include physical illnesses, injuries and clinically defined mental health problems certified by medical evidence, 
such as that provided by a medical consultant. Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 
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practitioners would provide evidence in the form of a clinic letter and a copy of the care plan / Care 
Programme Approach Plan.  

The LA has a duty to: 

➢ arrange suitable education for children and young people appropriate to their age, aptitude and 
special educational needs, where they are unable to attend school for more than 15 school days due 
to their medical or mental health needs. This should focus on key subjects, particularly English, Maths 
& Science so students are still able to obtain qualifications appropriate to their age and abilities 

➢ become responsible for arranging suitable education for these children, if the school are unable to 
make suitable arrangements 

➢ ensure access to education when a student is not attending for more than 15 days without medical 
evidence provided  

➢ minimise disruption to learning, ensure continuity of education provision that supports the student to 
successfully reintegrate back into school and that this takes place as soon as their health permits 

➢ ensure provision is full time wherever possible, unless this is not in the best interests of the student in 
terms of their medical or mental health condition. Where the student receives one-to-one tuition, for 
example, the hours of face-to-face provision are fewer as the provision is more concentrated and this 
is considered appropriate to this type of teaching 

➢ review the student’s progress at least every 8 weeks, in consultation with the parents / carers, school 
and other relevant services. Reviews will be made more frequently according to need. It should be 
recognised that a student’s educational needs and ability to access education may change depending 
on their health and the programme of support may need to be flexible to accommodate this 

Long Term Medical conditions 

Where children have complex or long-term health issues, the pattern of illness can be unpredictable. The LA 
should discuss the student’s needs and how these may best be met with us, the relevant clinician, parents / 
carers, and where appropriate with the student. The LA should make provision available as soon as the 
student is able to benefit from it. Where a student has been in hospital for a longer period and returns home, if 
appropriate, the LA should provide education at home or otherwise as quickly as possible. The student’s 
education may well have been disrupted by their time in hospital, so further discontinuity should be avoided if 
at all possible. 

After 15 days: 

If after 15 days there is medical evidence that the student is likely to be unwell for some time with ongoing 
medical or mental health needs then we will apply for a commissioned service from the Medical Needs 
Teaching Service (MNTS) for tuition support. The MNTS holds a fortnightly panel for school referrals in close 
communication with schools, CAMHS and medical professionals to ensure reintegration to school is 
attempted as soon as the student is well enough to return. 

We may also refer to the LA’s Pupil Tuition Team (PTT) which offers sessional teaching for recognised school 
refusers and where students are waiting for medical appointments with CAMHS. The PTT can also offer 
interim support where cases are complex and while a team around the child meeting is convened. 

Reintegration   

When reintegration into school is anticipated, the LA will work with the school to plan for consistent provision 
during and after the period of education outside school. As far as possible, the student should be able to 
access the curriculum and materials that they would have used in school. The LA should work with the school 
to ensure that children can successfully remain in touch with staff and their peers while they are away. This 
could be through school newsletters, emails, mentoring sessions, invitations to school events or internet links 
to lessons. 

The LA should work with the school to set up an individually tailored reintegration plan. This may include extra 
support to help fill any gaps arising from the student’s absence. Under equalities legislation we must also 
consider whether we need to make any reasonable adjustments to provide suitable access for the student.  
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In cases where the LA makes arrangements, the school will: 

➢ Work constructively with the LA, providers, relevant agencies and parents to ensure the best 
outcomes for the student 

➢ Share information with the LA and relevant health services as required 

➢ Make sure that the provision offered to the student is as effective as possible so that the student can 
be reintegrated back into school successfully 

➢ When reintegration is anticipated, the school will work with the LA to: 

• Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school so the 
student can access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in school as far 
as possible 

• Enable the student to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through emails, invitations to school events 
or internet links to lessons) 

• Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school 

• Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 

4. Monitoring arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Assistant Principal, SEN & Wellbeing. At every review, it will be 
approved by the full Trustee board. 

5. Links to other policies & guidance 

 Health & Safety Policy: health-safety-policy.pdf (lighthouseschool.co.uk) 

 Keeping Children Safe in Education 2021: Keeping children safe in education 2021 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy: SECTION 3 (lighthouseschool.co.uk) 

 Student attendance policy: attendance-policy-2021-1.pdf (lighthouseschool.co.uk) 

 Supporting students with medical conditions: Supporting students at school with medical conditions 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

https://lighthouseschool.co.uk/perch/resources/admin/health-safety-policy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021914/KCSIE_2021_September_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021914/KCSIE_2021_September_guidance.pdf
https://lighthouseschool.co.uk/perch/resources/admin/safeguarding-child-protection-policy-2021-22.pdf
https://lighthouseschool.co.uk/perch/resources/admin/attendance-policy-2021-1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf

